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©he Dego^ajhoi^ and Fu^nishei^. 



A CORNER CLOSET. 

The Editor Decorator and Furnisher. 

Dear Sir : I herewith enclose a draught 
of a corner closet, which, if it possesses 
merit, and you so wish, you may use, if 
not kindly return as I wish to make one 
after this design for my library. 

I lay no claim to draughting never hav- 
ing attempted it until recently, but being 
an ardent admirer of, and a subscriber to 
The Decorator and Furnisher I get 
many valuable hints ' for the decorating 
and furnishing of our cottage on Washing- 
ton Heights, and that this sketch may 
offer some suggestions to other amateurs, 
it is herewith offered as a slight return. 
Very Respectfully, 
W. H. Callahan, Newburg, K T. 




ANSWERS TO CORRESPOND- 
ENTS. 



A LIBRARY CORNER CLOSET. 

This closet is to lie built of ash and 
finished as English oak, highly polished. 
The upper single and lower double doors 
to have French plate glass. Two French, 
plate mirrors form the back panels in the 
open space. The curtains on lower doors 
to be yellow China silk trimmed with silk 
ball fringe on sides and plain fringe on 
bottom caught up with silk cord and 
ball, all of same color. 

If used in the dining-room the curtains 
may be omitted. 

PT1HE year's subscription (Four Dollars) to 
THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER will 
be saved many times over to buyers of furnish- 
ings who follow its suggestions. It is the only 
Art Journal of its kind in this country. Pub- 
lished at 150 Nassau Street, New fork. 



MRS. H. H. MILLER, of Peoria, 111., requests 
the names of lady teachers or professors of decora 
tion in this city. She wishes to educate herself to 
become a professional decorator, and also wishes to 
know what text books 6he should use in her studies. 

You ask the names of lady professors of 
decoration and furnishings in this city, 
but before we can give an accurate reply 
to your query, we would like to know 
what particular branch of decoration you 
intend to take up. Is it wall decoration 
or tapestry painting, or the embroidering 
of draperies, or ' china painting ? Or is it 
designing for printed or woven fabrics, 
such as wall-papers, cretones, and carpets ? 

Mrs. Candace Wheeler is at the head of 
"The Associated Artists' Bureau," of this 
city, and her address is 115 East 23rd 
Street. Artistic needle work, and the em- 
broidering of silks and other fabrics, is 
her specialty. "The American School of 
Tapestry Painting" is situated at 286 Fifth 
Avenue, as you will see by the advertise- 
ment at the top of the third page of our 
cover. Madame A. L. Blanchard is the 
Superintendent. The Womans' Institute of 
Technical Design, 134 Fifth Avenue, also 
teaches young ladies the arts of designing 
for wall-papers, carpets, wood carving, etc. 

Regarding text books, you cannot do 
better than to obtain Lewis F. Day's three 
text books on ornamental art, which we 
have on sale at $1.50 each. The titles are 
"The Anatomy of Pattern," with thirty- 
five full-page illustrations ; " The Plan- 
ning of Ornament," with thirty-eight full- 
page illustrations, and "The Application 
of Ornament," with forty-two full-page 
illustrations. They are handsomely bound 
in cloth. These books, for their size, will 
give you more information on decorative 
topics than any other we know of. 

H. P. R. We are building a house in the country, 
which we hope to occupy by June next. The house 
has a library, reception hall and 6itting-room in the 
front. The windows in library and sitting-room 
come within about two feet of the floor. The library 
is finished in natural colored cherry, and the sitting- 
room in sycamore, the library is wainscoted five and 
one-half feet in height. 

I am a close reader and ardent admirer of the De- 
corator. Have introduced it to our decorator and 
several others during the past year. 

I would like advice in regard to curtaining these 
two rooms. One decorator proposes short velvet 
curtains in both rooms; another, long curtains. We 
have leaded glass in the windows of both rooms. 
The sitting-room is not wainscoted. The floors are 
of oak in both rooms. The hall— twenty feet long— is 
between the two rooms, and the three can be all 
thrown together. We have no parlor in the house. 

If you will kindly advise me in regard to the cur- 
tains and portieres, and also in regard to curtains 
for chambers, I shall be exceedingly obliged. 

It is very difficult to advise as to the 
style and color of window draperies for a 
room without knowing the color of the car- 
pet and walls. The color of the carpet, 
in particular, dominates everything, and 
should dominate the color of the walls, 
and these taken together dominate the 
color of the window draperies. The color- 
ing of the woodwork is only a secondary 
matter as a guide in the coloring of win- 
dow draperies, and before we can answer 
your question explicitly you would have 
to tell us the color of the carpet, both as 
regards the ground and the ornament 
thereonj and the same information should 



be conveyed as to the walls. Without such 
most important information, and having 
only the color of the woodwork to guide 
us, we would advise you to use as draper- 
ies for the windows of the library, which 
is finished in natural colored cherry, a 
light silk fabric woven of threads of pink, 
yellow and absinthe green, the prevailing 
tone being a yellowish pink. The fabric 
is manufactured by "The Associated 
Artists" of New York, and the pattern 
only appears in clouded or blended effects, 
without any regular markings on the sur- 
face. We would by all means advise that 
the curtains in both rooms should extend 
to the floor, as curtains cut Off within two 
feet of the floor are anything but grace- 
ful. The wood of the wainscoting beside 
the window requires to be clothed just as 
much as the trimmings of the window. 
You can arrange the drapery in the stjle 
known as a three-quarter curtain, that is, 
one side reaches to the floor and the other 
side hangs in flutings only half-way down 
the window of course. All silk draperies 
suppose the use of lace curtains in addi- 
tion as a matter of course. 

For the windows of the sitting room, 
which is finished in sycamore, we would 
suggest a similar material to that before 
described, with less pink in the fabric, 
the prevailing tint being the color known 
as Me d?or, having a clouded pattern shot 
over with threads of pink. In fact, both 
these fabrics are woven identically alike, 
except that the weft in one case is of 
white silk, and that in the other old rose, 
the peculiar method of weaving, giving 
distinct effects in each case. 

You do not say what the trimmings of 
the chambers are, or the color of the walls, 
but we would suggest that a heavy grade 
of what is known as "vestibule silk" 
printed with a pattern of apple blossoms, 
or such like dainty effects, would be very 
appropriate- for draping the windows of 
the bedrooms. 

The present styles in window draping 
dispense with the use of lambrequins or 
cornice, only a simple pole being used, 
around which, the drapery is flung in sim- 
ple and elegant folds. 

For the portieres in the doorways be- 
tween rooms, velvet goods are appropriate, 
and these simply suspended by means ol 
rings from a brass rod, are very elegant. 
In the decorative chart for the parlor in 
the present issue, you will see. an example 
of the portiere draping the doorway be- 
tween two adjoining rooms. Where greater 
style is required, the portiere shown in 
the decorative chart for the hall, where 
the top part is doubled over, is a very de- 
corative method. 

SUBSCRIBER. Will you kindly answer the fol- 
io wing questions, either through the columns of your 
magazine or by letter, as you may see fit. 

No. 1. Please name the best work on designing 
and the principles thereof as applied to Wood-Carv- 
ing, for interior decoration, cabinet furniture, etc. 
I wish a work that gives a history of wood-carving, 
and that treats of the different periods of furniture. 
In other words, a work for one who intends to make 
a specialty of wood-carving. Please also give price 
of work, etc. 

No. 2. I have a walnut chest, bureau, tall clock 
and desk that were made about one hundred years 
ago. They are of the ordinary rectilinear style of 
those days, although made of finely grained timber. 
Will you please tell me what style of designs would 
be suitable to carve upon them ? 

No. 3. I also have a cherry wardrobe about sevenly- 
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